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Gender difference in the self-employment choice and it’s income effect of Chinese rural migrants

ZHOU Chunfang
(Rural Development Institute , Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, Nanjing 210004, China)

Abstract: Self-employers are easier to realize their economic and social assimilation than employees in urban labor market. Us-

ing CLDS2014 and Heckman two-stage model to overcome the heterogeneity, the paper studied gender difference in self-employ-

ment and it's income effect of Chinese rural migrants. The result shows: Compared with male migrants, fewer female migrants

engage in self-employment activities; instead they prefer to engage in survival self-employment with small-scale and poor business

performance, thus their choice of self-employment can only bring lower income returns than their male counterparts. Low human

capital and poor social capital together with traditional gender segment, result in gender difference in self-employ motivation, and

eventually bring about female self-employers’ lower income. Thus, in order to accelerate the realization of the goal of Chinese ur-

banization, gender awareness should be taken into public policy, which can provide more policy support for female migrants’ self-

employment.

Keywords: Rural-urban migrants; Self-employment; Economic return; Gender difference; Heckman's two-stage model

(i, X=4)



